COMPTON MARTIN VILLAGE POND WORKING PARTY
19TH OCTOBER 2009

Rex Chapman opened the meeting and thanked the members of the public who had attended.  He introduced himself, Richard Curry, Peter Taviner and Philip Durbin to the members of the public.

It was decided that Rex Chapman would be Coordinator of this working party.

Three members of the public volunteered their services to the working party, they were: Andy Griffiths, Steve Amey and Pete Havard.

QUOTATIONS FOR WORK

One quotation has already been received and two more were in the process of being raised.  This matter to be discussed again when all quotations are available.

FUNDING

Jane Griffiths, Clerk to the Parish Council, will complete the application form for the Sustainable Development Fund.  She confirmed that the application submission deadline was 27 November 2009 and the panel meets on the 9th December.

She will also try other avenues at the same time.

Mike Weaver had discussed the dealing of the silt with his contact from the Environment Agency and believed, provided arrangements were made for the silt to be tested and the results were negative, that an exemption would be available and there would be an option to recycle the soil locally as opposed to landfill.  He offered one of his fields, as did Richard Curry. The cost of testing however could be as much as £300 - £400.
Jane pointed out that Jon Scott, Bristol Water, who had arranged for the water to be tested in August had already offered the services of Bristol Water concerning the silt and she read a paragraph from an email she had received from him.  She was asked to email him and ask him if his offer was still open.

Mike also emphasised the need for the contractor to have public liability insurance.

Andy Griffiths reminded the working party that when the pond was last cleaned out, cracks in the dam wall were discovered, foliage was cut back, the road had to be cleaned.  All these extra jobs were completed with the assistance of members of the village.

It was agreed that the working party would firstly deal with the cleaning out of the pond, if at all possible in the spring of 2010 but failing that the autumn of 2010.  Once the pond was cleaned out a management plan would need to be put into place in order to try and maintain the pond to a standard.  It was accepted however that the pond would probably need to be cleaned out every 20 – 25 years.

Questions were asked from the floor regarding the lack of farmyard ducks on the pond.  Andy Griffiths explained that the reason for the lack of farmyard ducks was that they exacerbate the problem of weed growth due to their considerable input of nitrate which is the major energy supply of all pond weeds. 
COMMUNICTION TO THE VILLAGE
This was discussed and will need to be discussed further.  It was decided however that the notes of the working party continue to be distributed to parishioners who live around the pond.  Jane was asked to continue to email the notes and to place the notes on the notice boards as before, and send to the Link.  Steve Amey agreed to liaise with the new webmaster and ask for the notes to be placed on the website.  Jane will email notes to Steve this week.  

It was also agreed that the names of the members of the working party with their email addresses and telephone numbers will also be distributed, placed on the notice boards and also on the website and in the Link.

For the future, once quotations have been received, funding confirmed and a date agreed, a letter giving this information, along with a questionnaire asking parishioners for their opinions on how they wished to see their pond managed will be distributed.

TO DO LIST

Jane Griffiths will 

· complete application form for funding and complete report to accompany funding application and send off before the deadline.

· Speak with Jon Scott Bristol Water with regard to the testing of the silt in the pond.

· Send copies of the notes of the pond working party meeting by email to members of the public and parish councillors, place on notice boards, send to Link editor.
· List members of the Working Party and place on notices boards and distribute along with notes.

Steve Amey will

· Liaise with Ivan Rich regarding notes to be placed on the website.

Rex Chapman will

· Chase the two remaining quotations that are outstanding.  Once these have been received a meeting will take place, probably in December.

